
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEDIA ALERT 

TO    : ALL MEDIA 

DATE    : 31 MARCH 2015 

ATTENTION   : NEWS EDITORS/REPORTERS AND PR WIRE 

MEC MCHUNU WELCOMES ARREST AND RECOVERY OF ILLEGAL FIREARMS 
 
The KwaZulu-Natal MEC for Transport, Community Safety and Liaison, Willies Mchunu, 
has applauded the police for recently arresting a suspect and recovering unlicensed 
firearms during operation Paseka, in Ekombe, near Nkandla. 
 
 
Mzikawulahlwa Zulu (62,) from Ekombe appeared in the Ekombe Magistrate’s Court 
facing unlicensed firearm and ammunition charges after being arrested on 28 March 
2015. 
 
He was arrested when Ekombe police embarked on operation Paseka, which includes 
raids for illegal firearms. 
 
Police had searched the suspects’ home and found five unlicensed firearms: an AK47 
rifle, 303 rifle, shotgun and two 9mm pistols with 92 live rounds. The firearms will be 
sent for ballistic tests to establish if they had been used in any other crimes. 
 
Since August 2014 to date, police say they have recovered a total of 17 illegal firearms 
in Ekombe and the surrounding areas and arrested 13 suspects. 
 
Today (31 March 2015), Mchunu welcomed the arrest and recovery of the firearms, 
saying police were making inroads in the fight against illegal firearms in the province. 
 

“We remain concerned about the number of illegal firearms that are in circulation 
in the province.  
 



“Our research has shown that these illegal firearms are key drivers of heinous 
crimes and criminality in the province.  
 
“We are, therefore, of the strong view that police should be applauded for this 
wonderful breakthrough.  
 
“Furthermore, we thank members of the community for the information provided 
to the police which has led to this breakthrough and we cajole and urge 
communities to continue working with the police to ensure that these tools of 
murder and mayhem are removed from our society,” said Mchunu. 
 
In a recent visit by the MEC to eKombe, it emerged that the area was flushed with 
firearms which have been identified as the key drivers behind an upsurge of 
crime there. 
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